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Headquartered in South Africa and listed on the JSE, Master Drilling delivers innovative drilling 
technologies and has built trusted partner relationships with blue-chip major and mid-tier 
companies in the mining, civil engineering and building construction sectors across various 
commodities worldwide. Operations span across the African continent in Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Zambia, Mali, Ghana, and Sierra Leone, and in Latin America in Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Mexico, and Peru. Master Drilling also has a presence in the US, Canada, Australia, India, Turkey, 
and China.

With new technologies such as the Mobile Tunnel Borer and the Blind Shaft Boring System, 
our innovative solutions and tailor-made designs coupled with a flexible support and logistics 
chain, make Master Drilling the preferred drilling partner throughout the lifecycle of projects 
from exploration to production and capital stages. To enhance this, our acquisition of Geoserve 
Exploration Drilling aims to provide a platform for horizontal integration in the mining industry, 
augmenting our expertise and global reach.  

We service our clients by conceptualising, developing, and delivering the equipment you need; 
assembling and establishing a diverse portfolio of custom drill rigs; providing engineering support 
for drill rigs and continuously upgrading our portfolio. We train our people by enhancing and 
developing skills to leverage our machinery and provide operational support and complete project 
management for all our drill rigs PEOPLE CAPACITY

 & DEVELOPMENT
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OUR STRATEGIC PILLARS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS

Danie Pretorius 
Chief Executive and Founder

André van Deventer 
Chief Financial Officer

Gary Sheppard 
Chief Operating Officer

Koos Jordaan 
Technical Director

Eddie Dixon 
Chief Operation Officer  
Master Drilling Exploration (Pty) Ltd

NON-EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS

Hennie van der Merwe 
Chairman 
Independent Non-Executive Director

Akhter Deshmukh 
Independent Non-Executive Director

Shane Ferguson 
Non-Executive Director

Hennie Faul 
Independent Non-Executive Director 

Mamokete Ramathe                     
Independent Non-Executive Director

“We support our clients’ unique needs 
with our specialised in-house equipment 

design, manufacturing, training, and 
maintenance capabilities”

ROCK BORING
Our RB fleet is the largest 
in the world, with our larger 
diameter rigs we are able  
to drill depths up to 1.5 km.

SUPPORT SERVICES 
Our service division additionally 
undertakes design, engineering, 
manufacturing, customisation 
and maintenance support for 
our drilling activities.

EXPLORATION 
DRILLING
Master Drilling has a 
fleet of equipment that is 
highly specialised.

Raise Boring
Horizontal Raise Boring 
Box Hole Boring
Slot Boring 
Reef Boring 
Mobile Tunnel Boring 
Blind Shaft Boring System

Core Drilling
Percussion Drilling
Reverse Circulation 
Drilling
Mud Rotary Drilling
Air Rotary Drilling

Directional Drilling
Stage Shaft Support
Remote-Operated 
Shaft Support
Piling
Geo Intelligence

SERVICES

Global Masters in innovative, cutting-edge drilling solutions 

OUR BUSINESS SECTORS

CIVIL ENERGYMINING



“Our raiseboring capability offers advantages over other conventional 
drilling methods, including reduced costs, increased speed and safety.”

SALIENT FEATURES FOR THE PERIOD 
ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020

GLOBAL OPERATIONS MAP

JSE Share Code: MDI
Number of employees: 1771
Market Capitalisation: ZAR 1.1 Billion 
as at 31 Dec 2020
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CORPORATE OFFICE
Master Drilling Group Ltd
4 Bosman Street
PO Box 902 
Fochville 2125 
South Africa

Telephone: +27 18 771 8100
Email: info@masterdrilling.com

International Offices
Master Drilling International Ltd
Email: info@masterdrilling.com

•	 Stable order book
•	 Healthy pipeline
•	 Continued focus on working capital         

management
•	 Increased cash from operating               

activities
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MILESTONES

MASTER
DRILLING

EL INDIO MINE

Chile

Commenced drilling at 
Barrick Group’s El Indio mine, 

Chile

1993

Designed
Designed and manufactured
RD1000 for Premier diamond

mine, South Africa

1988

FOUNDED

South Africa

Master drilling was founded 
by Danie Pretorius  

1986

South Africa
LISTED ON JSE

Master Drilling Group Ltd formed 
and listed on the Johannesburg 

Stock Exchange (JSE) 

2012

South Africa
ENERGY SECTOR

Services offering extended
 to energy sector

2014

DRILLING WORLD RECORD

South Africa

Directional drilling world record achieved 
at Lonmin mine:  most accurate pilot 

hole at  a depth of 1,07km and a 
diameter vent shaft of 5,5m 

2012

EXPANDED

 India & Australia

Expansion into 2 new 
geographies - India 

and Australia

2017

South Africa
ACQUIRED DRILLCORP

Acquired Drillcorp Africa Pty 
Ltd (rebranded to MDX)

2006
Peru

MILPO’S EL PORVENIR MINE
Commenced drilling at

Milpos EL Porvenir mine,
Peru

1998

Ecuador & Colombia
EXPANDED
Expanded to 

Ecuador and Colombia

2014

South Africa
ACQUISITION

Acquisition of Altantis Group 
and Subsidiaries

2018

ACQUISITION

Italy

Acquisition of 
Seli Technologies

2018

South America
ACQUIRED

Acquired Bergteamet 
Latin America SpA

2016

Brazil
ASHANT’S CUIABA MINE

Commenced drilling at AngloGold 
Ashanti’s Cuiaba mine, Brazil and 
at Konkola copper mines Zambia 

.

2000

South Africa
ACQUISITION

Acquisition of Geoserve 
Exploration Drilling

2020
Russia

EXPANSION
Expansion into Russia

2020

South Africa
MTB- FIRST PROJECT
 RD8 started with a world 

record hole of 1420 meters 
deep at Elandsrand Mine. 

2019
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